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SUBJECT: MORE CABINET SHIFTS: SIX DEPUTY MINISTERS NAMED 
REF: RANGOON 670 

1. PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY MARCH 15 APPROVED APPOINTMENT OF SIX DEPUTY 
MINISTERS WITHOUT, HOWEVER, IDENTIFYING TO WHICH MINISTRIES THEY 
ARE TO BE ASSIGNED. SIX OF THE SEVEN ARE ACTIVE DUTY OR RETIRED 
MILITARY OFFICERS. LIST FOLLOWS. 

2. COL. KHIN OHN, CURRENTLY COMMANDER OF THE RANGOON COMMAND AND 
MILITARY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE CAPITAL. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT 
HE WILL BE REPLACED BY COL. AYE KOE, COMMANDER OF THE NORTHWEST 
COMMAND AND A FORMER COLLEAGUE OF NE WIN IN THE BURMA RIFLES. 

3. BRIGADIER KYAW HTIN, VICE CHIEF OF STAFF (ARMY). HE REPORTEDLY 
WILL BECOME DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER AND MAY RETAIN HIS VICE CHIEF 
OF STAFF POSITION. IF THIS IS THE CASE, IT WILL BE A RETURN TO 

THE EARLIER ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE IN WHICH THE DEPUTY MINISTER 
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KYAW HTIN'S POSITION. 

4. COL. THAN TIN, COMMANDER OF THE CENTRAL COMMAND. THIS AP 
POINTMENT IS SOMEWHAT PUZZLING SINCE HIS COMMAND HAS BEEN QUITE 
SUCCESSFUL IN CLEARING UP THE REMNANTS OF THE OLD BCP FORCES IN 
THE PEGU YOMAS. TIMING IS IRONIC SINCE TODAY'S PRESS HEADLINES 
NEWS THAT CENTRAL COMMAND FORCES KILLED PEGU YOMAS BCP LEADERS 
THAKIN ZIN AND THAKIN CHIT IN SKIRMISH MARCH 15 (SEPTEL). COL. 

THAN TIN IS SHOWN CONGRATULATING UNIT INVOLVED. 

5. OTHERS NAMED DEPUTY MINISTERS ARE COL. HLA MAUNG, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION AND MANPOWER; EX-COL. OHN KYI, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE PEOPLE S POLICE FORCE; EX-COL. AUNG BWINT, CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE BSPP COMMITTEE OF IRRAWADDY DIVISION. ONLY CIVILIAN 
NAMED IS DR. BO LAY, ONE TIMESECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF COOPER 
ATIVES AND SECRETARY OF FINANCE AND PLANNING FOR THE BSPP. 
ANOTHER POSSIBLE CABINET SHIFT BEING RUMORED IS THAT OF COL. 

TIN SHWE, DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE, TO THE NEW POSITION OF 
SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. 

6. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NOMINATIONS DOES NOT STATE WHETHER THE 
NEW DEPUTY MINISTERS WILL RETAIN THEIR MILITARY RANKS; COL. KHIN 
OHN, HOWEVER, TOLD DATT THAT HE IS "LEAVING THE ARMY". 

7. PER REFTEL, GUB HAS NOW ANNOUNCED THAT MAUNG MAUNG KHA HAS 
ASSUMED POSITION OF MINISTER OF MINES, COL. MAUNG CHO MINISTER OF 
INDUSTRY NO. 2 AND U HLA AYE AS MINISTER OF INDUSTRY NO. 1. WE 
ARE STILL NOT CLEAR ON WHICH INDUSTRY MINISTER HAS RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR WHAT SINCE GUB HAS NOT SEEN FIT TO IDENTIFY WHICH WILL DEAL 
WITH HEAVY INDUSTRY AND WHICH WILL HANDLE ENERGY MATTERS. 

8. EMBASSY ASSESSMENT FOLLOWING. 

OSBORN 
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